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In this Issue: 
 
Flying Show at NEC 
Mike Barnard’s talk on ‘GA Regulatory Framework – Time for Change’ 
Strut Christmas Dinner  
 

Flying Show at NEC – coach-trip November 30th  

 
Seven AM on Saturday at the end of November saw a gang from the Strut gathering to 
board one of Robin Flint’s coaches.  Pick-ups in Brighton and Pease Pottage on the way 
and a comfortable couple of hours later we were at the National Exhibition Centre. 

Impressions of the show?  Most of the action seemed to feature autogyros!  Now that the 
regulations allow them to be owned and hired like fixed wing aircraft – and they come with 
enclosed cockpits, there seems likely to be resurgence in their uptake.  Pity Ken Wallace 
isn’t around anymore to see it.  Talking to one of the reps there he told me that the rotor 
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bearing is the same as that used in washing machines; sort of 
encouraging. 
 
Here are some random shots of the scene.  The Bristell in its blue 
paint (colour-coordinated with the seatbelt straps apparently) 
looked great on the LAA stand.  A Spitfire replica from the ‘Oxford 
Squadron’ project was there, looking very close to completion. On 
the right is a view into the cockpit.  Wonder what the button on the 
spade grip does?  They were offering a competition with the prize 
of a ride in the back seat.  Someone with the physiology of a 
leprechaun might enjoy it; I think I’ll pass…. 
 

 
 
Anyone else notice this thing hanging from the ceiling? 
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There was no display-stand associated with it that I could find.  It looked incredibly well 
made just for a display item.  However on the Show website I found this: 
 

“The company has developed and built a first non-flying prototype of a radically new, 
variable geometry, scale-able, bird like, aircraft design.  Sub 20 mph stall speeds 
are expected to be achievable enabling very short into wind take offs and landings.  
We plan to develop flying prototypes next within the Single Seat De-Regulated 
(SSDR) rules.” 
 

There is a link to a video of wind-tunnel testing at: http://www.frigateaircraft.com/  
Something to keep an eye out for! 
 
A series of talks were running throughout the day.  I sat in on a session from Mike Barnard, 
CAA GA Programme Manager, the subject of the next article. 
 
The trip was certainly a worthwhile out of season aviation fix and an opportunity to assess 
the state of the light aircraft industry in the UK; fragile, but with some interesting 
developments. 

Richard Griffiths 

 
Mike Barnard’s talk on ‘GA Regulatory Framework 
– Time for Change’ 
 
The recently appointed head of the CAA’s new GA 
Programme, Mike Barnard gave the first talk of 
Saturday’s Flying Show seminar programme. 
 
He started off with: The GA Unit, a microcosm of the 
CAA inside of the CAA, is concerned with safety 
outcomes.  The guiding principle is to be 
proportionality.  Something like 90% of the volume of 
aircraft regulated by the CAA is GA, while 95% of the 
regulations are intended to look after the likes of Virgin 
and BA.  GA is a £1.5-2 billion per annum industry.  
His role is “How do we address the red-tape 
challenge.”  Well, that was a good start!  I 
photographed his slides, below, with brief comments 
from me. 
  

There are similarities – but also differences 
– in the safety issues facing commercial and 
GA. 
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Safety outcomes achieved differently between 
GA (left column) and CAT (right). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The key slide.  Mike described it as a ‘beer-
mat’ diagram.  The key issue is that the risk 
that the CAA will consider is that to society.  If 
you are flying a SSDR, then the risk is to you, 
so you are on your own.  Intervention by the 
regulator is proportionate to the societal risk.  
In CAT very little risk is tolerated.  Different 
parts of GA carry different risk (carrying 
passengers etc.) but is going to be in the 
lower part of the diagram. 

 
In the light of this analysis, how the CAA will 
approach regulating GA.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some examples of how this approach has 
already been implemented. 

 
All in all, amazingly sensible and refreshing to hear.  Of course the elephant in the room is 
EASA, though from other sources it looks like some positive changes may be occurring 
there also. 

Richard Griffiths 

 
What happens when you tie a high-wing aircraft down in an 80 
mph wind 
and the ground gets all soggy.  
Suggestions for a temporary replacement gratefully received. 
 

Richard G. 
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Strut Christmas Dinner - December 4
th

 
 
Pictures of the social event of the season, the Strut Christmas Dinner at the Toby Carvery 
by Dave (Paparazzi) Websdale. 
 

 

In all about 34 members and guests got together.  Many thanks to Tony Palmer for 
organizing it. 

 

Events 
 
The default venue for the strut meeting (first Wednesday of the month) is now The Swiss 
Cottage, in the lounge bar, starting at 7:30 for 8pm 

34 Old Shoreham Road 
Shoreham by Sea 
West Sussex 
BN43 5TD 
 

8 January 2014 Strut meeting (N.B. date changed from Bank Holiday) 

 

Full list of events are on the Strut website: http://southernstrut.org/activities/  

 
Copy for February's newsletter by 22nd January please 
 

 

Coordinator & Treasurer 

Tony Palmer 
Tel: 01323 843883 
Mob: 07790669163 
Email: palmersfarm@sky.com 

National Committee Representative 

Don Lord 
Tel: 01273 558888 
Email: donald.lord@sky.com 

Fly-in Organiser & Safety Officer 

Farry Sayyah 
Tel: 07801 068210 
Email: farry0000@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Newsletter Editor: Richard Griffiths   Tel: 01903 694351   Email: RichardNGriffiths@gmail.com 
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